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In response to’ abuses discov-

' and removable only for cause.

ered in: the CIA’s past, the pend-
ulum has perhaps swung too-far in

the direction. of controls 1mp’csed

wrongdomo
;Itd further “w

'agenmes to write thelr own guide--

“upon U.S:vintelligence :agencies. 3ines for using mail- “opening, elec:

Now that process is being revers-ztronic surveillence:and even bur-
ed; " Congress"has been con51d-. glary against their ‘targets, aliens
ering new ‘charters forithe CIA
and for the' FBI, which 'vAould_loos- acourt orders. 1+ i

en _the reins”alittle, in"order to -.;And it would createadxrector of
provide the country with the:de- natxonal intélligence to oversee'all

» or ‘Americans, w1thout obtammc-
“bilities of" such abuses occurring’:

_gree of mtelhgence capabmt
mubt have_”.)x.. v

“But-a plan‘drafted by a group of<,
i Repubhcan senators — all of them”
- allied with-GOP nominee- -appar-i

. ent Ronald.Reagan — would carry
the pendulum:-too far in the other.
"direction. It would open the possx-
bility .ofinew: civil: rights .vio-
latxons,‘: and re- estabhsh condi-
tions* 1n,4wh1ch inteélligence
.activities-could be carried on with.
too little oversxght ard restramt

' < The proposed charter’ would al-
*low the CIA: to,engage in spy ingon |
~American cmzens removing pre=
.sent restrictions and estabhshmg

sa'sort of supertsnoop —. an ‘Office
{of . Counterintelligence - —iwhich
; would directany intelligence |
. agency to-investigate any -Ameri-

it the agencies engaged in spying.
« That/individual -would be appoint-.

ed by the presideit and not be
'subject :'to congressional. con-
:firmation. Further insulating the
“spy “agencies from Congressxonal
oversight, it would provide for the r
agencies: to be headed by direc-
tors appointed for.10-year terms,
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~. All of this reorganization might
mhke, life. -easier for ‘the .in-
telligence agencies,. granted. But
in. the process. it would risk a re-

_peat of the;worst abuses of CIA

power in our recent past — and'in
some - cas2s, - expand the. possx—

The nation needs a. functlonmg
CI A; of that there can be no doubt.
The world is simply too dangerous

.and unfriendly ‘a place to have it
‘otherwise. At.present, the CIA!
.does seem hampered to a degree

in the efficient.performance of its
necessary duties by overzealous

regulations; some reform is need-:
ed but not on the magmtude of the
GOP proposals._.,'
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